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>> USAID Donates Firefighting Equipment to Bulgaria

Radio communication equipment and chainsaws provided
by USAID will enhance the efficiency of Bulgarian Civil
e e Protection Teams in responding to future wildfires. Deputy
DISASTERS AND ACCIDS Chief of Mission Alexander Karagiannis and USAID Mission
Director Michael Fritz presented the equipment to the Ministry
of State Policy for Disasters and Accidents in a December 5
donation ceremony in Sofia. The assistance, worth $50,000,
was provided in response to the Ministry’s request when
wildfires struck areas of Bulgaria in the summer of 2007.
Deputy Minister Valeri Nikolov accepted the donation on
behalf of the Ministry. <

Communications equipment and chainsaws will
assist Bulgarian authorities in wildfire response.

>> Embrace the Environment in 2008 with a Green Calendar

USAID is embarking on several environmental initiatives to
celebrate the Mission’s closure in 2008. Planting of a new “forest”
in South Park near the Hilton Hotel will be marked with an event in
the spring. USAID also funded the design and production of a
2008 calendar made from 100% recycled paper with creative
green graphics and thought-provoking tips on easy ways to live a
greener lifestyle.

The NGO Gorichka will be selling the calendars in major
bookstores in Sofia. They can also be purchased by contacting
info@gorichka.bg. Proceeds from calendar sales will fund planting
trees in Vitosha National Park.«

For more information on USAID and its programs, please visit our website at: http://bulgaria.usaid.gov.
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>> National Anti-trafficking Commission Goes on the Road to Interact with Experts, City

Officials and Village Youth

Teenagers in Resen discuss how to prevent trafficking.

The National Commission and Expert Group participated in the final
event of the project called “Open Your Eyes: You Can Get Help!"
implemented by the recipient of an IOM/USAID small grant, St. lvan
Rislki Charity Association in the villages of Balvan and Resen. The
project represents a model of local partnership, focusing on several
community centers for at-risk groups in the villages and strengthening
the capacity of the Crisis Center for young victims of trafficking in the
village of Balvan. Teenagers from the village of Resen conducted a
counter-trafficking lesson in the presence of the Expert Group and the
people of Resen and treated everybody to sandwiches they had

prepared themselves. %

On November 21-22, Executive Secretary of
the National Commission for Combating
Trafficking in Persons, Antoaneta Vassileva, and
the National Commission Expert Group traveled
to Varna for a workshop organized by the
International Organization for Migration (IOM)
with USAID support. The Expert Group made
recommendations to the 2008 National Program
for Prevention and Combating Trafficking in
Human Beings and Victim Protection. IOM also
organized meetings for Ms. Vassileva with
mayors and deputy mayors of Varna, Bourgas
and Sliven, as well as with representatives of the
local administration and police. The officials
expressed their willingness to establish local anti-
trafficking commissions.

Tasty sandwiches for the guests.

Kosovo Delegation to Visit NIJ

A delegation from the Kosovo Judicial Institute (KJI) will
visit the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) in Sofia from

December 10-12 to learn about the experiences of the NIJ

For more information on USAID and its programs, please visit our website at: http://bulgaria.usaid.gov.



