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>> USAID Acting Administrator Joins Closing Celebration of USAID Bulgaria 
 

On October 10, Acting USAID Administrator and 
Director of Foreign Assistance Henrietta Fore and 
USAID Assistant Administrator for Europe and 
Eurasia Douglas Menarchik joined more than 400 
guests at Sofia’s Kempinski Hotel in paying tribute to 
Bulgaria’s graduation from Support for East European 
Democracy (SEED) development assistance, the 
closing of the USAID Mission in Bulgaria, and the 
continuing U.S.-Bulgarian partnership.  The closing 
ceremony, which celebrated seventeen years of 
partnership and progress, was attended by prominent 
representatives of Bulgarian civil society, media, 
business, government, the judiciary, and academia. 
Mission Director Michael Fritz, Ambassador Beyrle, 
Minister of State Administration Nikolay Vassilev, 
Rayna Gavrilova, Executive Director of the Trust for 
Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe, Stefan 

Ivanov, Country Officer for Citigroup in Bulgaria, and Hristo Ivanov, attorney at the Bulgarian Institute for 
Legal Initiatives, provided their personal and professional perspectives on key aspects of the U.S.-Bulgaria 
partnership.   

 
Acting Administrator Fore’s visit to Sofia highlighted the sustainability of partnerships forged with USAID 

assistance and Bulgaria’s role as a regional leader and emerging donor. She met with Speaker of 
Parliament Georgi Pirinski; visited the National Institute of Justice and engaged in a discussion with 
students; met with key USAID partners and government counterparts; and presented a Superior Honor 
Award to USAID current and former staff.  

 
Each participant in the closing ceremony received a certificate that a tree will be planted in their name in 

Sofia’s South Park, to perpetuate the partnership forged over the past 17 years.  The Mission and Sofia 
Municipality will organize the official planting of approximately 500 trees in November.  

 
 
>> Ministry of Justice Honors USAID 
 

On September 20, Minister of Justice 
Miglena Tacheva bestowed the Ministry’s Sign 
of Honor on British Ambassador Jeremy Hill, 
USAID Mission Director Michael Fritz, and 
USAID implementing partners Chris Thompson 
and Ken Stuart. The ceremony, held at the 
Ministry of Justice (MOJ), recognized U.S.-
funded assistance to strengthen the rule of law 
in Bulgaria. Minister Tacheva expressed 
appreciation for the work of the USAID Judicial 
Strengthening Initiative and Commercial Law 
Reform Program. Former Minister of Justice 
Anton Stankov also attended the event and 
voiced his appreciation for U.S. and British 
assistance.  

 
 
 

British Ambassador Jeremy Hill, USAID Mission Director Michael 
Fritz, and USAID implementing partners Chris Thompson and Ken 
Stuart (right to left) are recognized by Minister of Justice Miglena 
Tacheva (far right).  

Acting USAID Administrator Henrietta Fore addresses the 
audience. 
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>> Kids at Risk Learn About Trafficking 

 
The Chamber of Investigators of Bulgaria and the 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) regional 
centers in the city of Bourgas and Sliven conducted two 
lessons with at-risk children from special assistance 
schools and community support centers. These activities 
are part of the project “Investigators against Trafficking in 
Human Beings”, financed by USAID and IOM. The 
investigators spoke to children aged between 14 and 17 
about the risks of exploitation and trafficking. The regional 
representatives of IOM and the investigators explained to 
the children whom they can seek help from when needed. 
The environment of safety and mutual trust enabled the 
children to talk about their personal experiences, and the 
investigators revealed real cases from their practice.  

 
The children were convinced how important it is to 

question tempting offers, to listen to warnings from close 
friends and family, and to seek help and assistance.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
>> Volunteer Workshops Support Community Needs 
 

Representatives from the PC3 Telecenter 
Association in Pravets traveled to Dobrich in 
September to train educators in the use of information 
technology (IT) with children who have special needs. 

 
The workshop marked the last of 7 workshops in 

the pilot phase of the Volunteer Network for Training 
and Consulting. The pilot phase was funded by USAID.  

 
In Dobrich, the Resource Center for Integrated 

Education and Formation of Students with Special 
Educational Needs requested the one-day workshop, 
which was coordinated by a Peace Corps Volunteer. 
The training team, led by Nelly Petrova, taught 10 
educators about software, hardware and techniques o 
ensure integration of children into the IT world. 

Diverse organizations and generations learn about 
project design in Razlog 

Children at special risk for exploitation learned about ways to 
protect themselves. 
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A few weeks earlier, the Volunteer Network helped arrange a one-and-a-half-day workshop in Razlog 
about the fundamentals of project design and 
management. Among the participants were 
nearly 30 representatives of schools, social 
institutions, youth groups and other local 
organizations, including delegations from nearby 
towns. Trainer Mariana Georgieva came from 
Peace Corps headquarters in Sofia. The event 
was coordinated by a Peace Corps Volunteer 
whose host organization, International Initiatives 
for Cooperation, provided free administrative 
assistance. The Razlog History Museum 
provided space at no charge.  

 
The Volunteer Network for Training and 

Consulting is a joint initiative of the Bulgarian 
Center for Development and Training (BCDT)* 
and a committee of Peace Corps Volunteers. It 
provides innovative, inexpensive responses to 
local training needs and promotes volunteerism. 
Volunteers can be anyone with relevant 
experience or expertise. 
 

* BCDT, the legacy organization of the USAID Participant Training Program, promotes international and intercultural 
understanding, democracy and social justice. Activities include the Volunteer Network, English teacher training, USAID 
training support and other initiatives. For more information: www.bcdt.bg.  
 
 
 
>> Council of Ministers Adopts Action Plan for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings  
 

On September 26, the Council of Ministers adopted 
the National Action Plan for Combating Trafficking in 
Human Beings for 2007. The Expert Group under the 
National Anti-Trafficking Commission played a key role in 
the development of the Action Plan, together with the 
Secretary of the National Commission, Antoaneta 
Vassileva.  

The expert group formed as a result of the study tour 
to Ukraine and Italy organized by World Learning and the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM). The 
principal part of the Action Plan was developed during a 
retreat for the Expert Group organized by IOM under its 
program with USAID.  

Preparing to help special needs children with computer use in 
Dobrich. 

The Expert Group discusses the draft Action Plan 
during a retreat in Pamporovo. 


